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vague, groping. Beyond this it cannot go, until Thought has
developed to a certain extent, and has recognised an outer
world, a Not-Self, and has learned to relate various objects
in the Not-Self to the pleasure or pain arising in conscious-
ness on contacting them.

But the results of these contacts, long before the objects
are recognized, have caused, as above indicated, a division
in, a forking of. Desire. We may take as one of the simplest
illustrations the craving for food in a lowly organism ; as the
physical body wastes, becomes less, a sense of pain arises in
the astral body, a want, a craving, vague and indeterminate ;

the body, by its wasting, has become a less effective vehicle
of the life pouring down through the astral, and this check
causes pain. A current in the water that bathes the organism
brings food up against the body ; it is absorbed, the waste
is repaired, the life flows on unobstructed ; there is pleasure.
At a little higher stage, when pain arises, there is the desire
to escape from it, the sense of repulsion arises, the contrary
to the sense of attraction, caused by pleasure. There results
from this that Desire fs cloven in twain. From the Will to
Live arose the longing to experience, and in the lower vehicle
this longing, appearing as Desire, becomes on the one hand
a longing for experiences that make the feeling of life more
vivid, and on the other a shrinking from all that weakens and
depresses. This attraction and repulsion are equally of the
nature of Desire. Just as a magnet attracts or repels certain
metals, so does the embodied Self attract and repel. Both
attraction and repulsion are Desire, and these are the two
great motor-energies in life, into which all desires are ulti-
mately resolvable. The Self comes under the bondage of